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oybe you noticed right
off; moybe not. Butwith
orwithout you, work on
sprucing up the
Carycourt Shopping

ter gotunderway late
this past January. You can’t miss it now.
Construction workers, mochinery, piles of
brick and o missing fagade mark the high
level of activity that is moving the face liftto
completion by early fall.

Jerry Hunley, project superintendent with
Beers Skanska, Inc. says the plon behind
the work is fo restore the shopping centerto
its original 1930’s style, make needed
repairs, ond generally clean everything up

Commonweaalth Architects, which
specializes in urban revitalization, designed

the shopping center's renovation project.
RobertMills, principle and architect, says
once it's complete, you'll notice the care
thathas been taken to keep the lock true to
its 1930's roots. “People will be able to see
elements from the original building that
hove not been seen in 30 years. We found
the original drawings dating bockto 1938
when the shopping center was first built,
from the early 40's when the side with Pink
was built, and the 1 950"s when the side with
the old Titany's store was buill. Sowe knew
what it looked like ond designed the
renovalions to return it lo its ard deco
splendor of the past.” The tin ceilings,
limestone and granite will remainand in
some cases be enhanced. Improvements
and odditions will include a new granite
sign, additional lighting for safety and
ambience, a repaved porking lot, patios
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on both corners, and a metal picket fence
and landscaping along the street side
According to Mills, the Sauers, who own
the center, were motivated to get Carycourt
designated as an historic district. To that
end, the history of the centerwas researched
and filed with the Deparment of Historic
Resourcesand, infoct, the shopping center
is nowa histaric district plopped right down
in the middle of Carytown, Thedesignation
means that historic guidelines for the
renovation hove to befollowed. Mills says
the plans are “close lo the original look of
the center with o little spice.”

Ot course, renovating o busy shopping
centercan be tricky for both the shoppers
and the merchants. But in this case,
everyone seems pleased to see the work
underway. “The center was getling a little

run down,” says Mills. "The merchants
have been anticipating the renovation for
a while. And we were working back and
forthto keep true to the original design and
waiting for the historic sign-oH on the plans
That takes a while. Plus, with the projed
scheduled to take about eight months to
complete, we hod to plan the work to
happen in non-holiday shopping times,
which means we had o begin atthe first of
the year or wait another year,”

Mow thatwork is underway, the merchants
are excited 1o see the beginnings of the
transtormation. Hunley says he isworking
hardto keep the work from intruding onany
of the store’s business. “We are making
everyalfortto keep the center’s stores apen
and accessible during the renovation and,
through monthly meetings, to keep them
aware of what will be occurring next




